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Abstract

Nyaya-Kusumarijali, composed by Udayana, serves as a monumental text in Indian philosophy that offers rigorous
arguments for the existence of Isvara (God). Its philosophical rigor and logical methodology remain relevant in
contemporary thought, providing insights into epistemology, metaphysics, and theology. This paper explores the
significance of Nyaya-Kusumarnjali in addressing modern philosophical debates and its relevance to
contemporary discourse on theism, logic, and rationality.
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Nyaya-Kusumafijalih Adhunika-Chintayam (Nyaya-Kusumafijali in Contemporary Thought)
Nyaya-Kusumaiijali is a systematic work that defends theism using logical reasoning. Composed by
Udayanacarya, it provides a robust argument for the existence of I§vara using the principles of Nyaya philosophy.
This paper explores how the logical and metaphysical arguments from Nyaya-Kusumanjali can contribute to
contemporary philosophical discourse, particularly in the domains of rational theology, metaphysics, and
epistemology.

"'JeT SIET Fll, TUT ST el

(Nyaya-Kusumaiijali, Canto 2)

"Just as a pot has a creator, so too does the universe have a creator."

Rational theology explores the existence of God through reason and logic. Udayanacarya, in his magnum opus
Nyaya-Kusumadijali, constructs a systematic proof of I§vara’s existence using the First Cause Argument
(karyatva-hetu). The central claim is that every effect must have a cause, leading to the logical conclusion of a
supreme, intelligent creator.

Structure of the First Cause Argument

Udayana employs Nyaya’s five-step inference (Paficavayava Anumana) to establish I$vara's existence:
Pratijfia (Proposition): I$vara exists.

Hetu (Reason): Because the world is an effect.

Udahrta (Example): Like a pot which has a creator.

Upanaya (Application): The universe, being an effect, must have a creator.

. Nigamana (Conclusion): Therefore, I$vara exists.

"HIIAETehRRT, R T Ta: geE:|”

(Nyaya-Kusumaiijali, Canto 2)

"From the existence of effects, the necessity of a cause follows, as effects cannot exist without a cause.”

agrwdE

Supporting Texts and Philosophical Parallels

1. Nyaya-Siitra

Gautama's Nyaya-Sitra offers foundational support for Udayana's argument. It states:
"SI RreREaTed ®Etear:l” (Nyaya-Satra 1.1.14)

"The production of an effect requires the conjunction of causes of the same nature."
2. Bhagavad Gita
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The concept of a divine creator is also reflected in the Bhagavad Gita:

"'manenEnT W T geer)” (Bhagavad Gita 9.10)

"Under My supervision, nature produces all things, moving and unmoving."

3. Vaisesika Sutra

Kanada's Vaisesika Sttra supports the necessity of an intelligent creator for the orderly functioning of the universe:
"wgEmauuderd)” (Vaisesika Sutra 1.1.18)

"Due to the purposeful assembly of the universe, an intelligent cause is implied."

4. Brahma Sitra

The Vedanta tradition reinforces the First Cause Argument:

"o @@l (Brahma Sttra 1.1.2)

"From whom originates the birth, sustenance, and dissolution of the universe."
5. Tarka-Sangraha

Annambhatta in Tarka-Sangraha explains causation and the necessity of a creator:
"ot Pifaem—awenfy, ey, Fftmm”

"Causes are of three types — inherent, non-inherent, and instrumental.”

6. ISopanisad

The Upanisadic texts affirm the divine origin of the universe:

""Semrarefid we Afesre st sl (ISopanisad 1)

"Everything in this universe is pervaded by the Lord."

7. Svetasvatara Upanisad

The role of I§vara as the cause is highlighted:

"t st fergenfer qem (Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.18)

"He who created Brahma first, indeed is the supreme creator."

8. Chandogya Upanisad

The concept of Satkaryavada is evident:

"ge Hiedgmy sEfieeaTfdEm” (Chandogya Upanisad 6.2.1)

"O Dear, this universe was existence alone, one without a second."”

9. Mandikya Upanisad

The Upanisad speaks of the ultimate cause and reality:

""srmren s@” (Mandukya Upanisad 1.2)

"This Self is Brahman."

10. Sankara Bhasya

Sankaracarya's commentary reinforces the First Cause Argument by establishing the non-dual nature of Brahman.
57T T Serfeream”

"Brahman is the only reality; the universe is an illusion."

Refutation of Atheistic Views

Udayana anticipates objections from materialists like the Carvaka school and refutes them by demonstrating that
unconscious matter cannot self-organize into a purposeful cosmos.

"3 & wftrd = foee @@ sEaeEh” (Nyaya-Kusumaiijali, Canto 3)

"Neither mere power nor spontaneous knowledge alone can bring about the existence of an effect."”
2.2 Additional Refutations from Other Texts

1. Nyaya-Sitra: "fr:Sroesiear gaanssaram” (Nyaya-Siitra 4.1.21)

"The entire doctrine of non-existence is refuted through reasoning."”

2. Tarka-Sangraha: "sematgverer sfia gietzata”

"The intellect does not accept what contradicts direct perception.”

3. Sankara Bhasya: "sesmafsdr st 7 foemm "

"Brahman, being free of ego, undergoes no transformation."

4. Chandogya Upanisad: "#ea dmieay sefiesrantsdtam"”

"Existence alone was there in the beginning, one without a second."

5. Brahma Sitra: "aw=mfin"

"You are that (Brahman)."

6. Bhagavad Gita: "=<: wat 91=iq ffs=eRa sves" (Bhagavad Gita 7.7)

"There is nothing superior to Me, O Arjuna."

7. Vivekachudamani; "frerem-eseamdm)"

"The Supreme is without divisions, free from all imaginations."
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8. Vaisesika Sttra: "f-swgeramm-azsataenmg "

"The complete analysis through agreement and difference proves the cause."”

9. Mandukya Upanisad: "sus=aers s fremgas)"
"It is calm, auspicious, and non-dual, beyond all appearances.”
10. Svetasvatara Upanisad: "wht 33 whdy 7Te:" (Svetasvatara Upanisad 6.11)

"The One God remains hidden in all beings."

Comparative Analysis with Western Philosophy

Udayana's First Cause Argument aligns with similar concepts in Western thought. Thomas Aquinas developed
the Cosmological Argument, proposing that the impossibility of infinite regress necessitates a First Cause — God.
Similarly, William Lane Craig's Kalam Cosmological Argument asserts that since the universe had a beginning,
it must have a cause. Unlike Aquinas, Udayana extensively addresses objections from atheistic schools,
incorporating systematic logic and scriptural references. Furthermore, Udayana's concept of an intelligent and
conscious Iévara contrasts with the abstract notions in Greek philosophy, where the Prime Mover lacks personal
attributes. These nuanced discussions enrich the global discourse on rational theology, showcasing a sophisticated
Indian perspective.

Additionally, comparisons can be drawn with Leibniz and his Principle of Sufficient Reason, Descartes’ notion
of a necessary being, and Kant's exploration of the limits of pure reason. Anselm's Ontological Argument and
Hume’s skepticism provide further philosophical counterpoints. Udayana’s emphasis on logical inference finds
resonance with Frege’s analytical philosophy, and his responses to atheism anticipate modern debates on the
existence of God. Philosophers like Alvin Plantinga and Richard Swinburne also offer contemporary dialogues
echoing Udayana’s rational theism.

Moral and Ethical Implications

Udayana’s assertion of I$vara as the moral governor aligns with contemporary debates on moral realism. His
reasoning supports the idea that moral law presupposes a conscious regulator.

“ermteelt wfeot oo fag”

(Nyaya-Kusumaiijali, Canto 4)

"The witness of virtue and vice is acknowledged as the supreme Lord."

1. Divine Command as Moral Authority — Udayana upholds that moral values stem from I$vara’s will,
aligning with the Divine Command Theory in Western ethics.

o Sy gwiudt Ffyan (Nyaya-Kusumaijali, Canto 3)

o "Dharma and adharma are determined by the command of I$vara."

2. Karma and Moral Causality — Udayana emphasizes moral responsibility through karma, ensuring ethical

actions yield corresponding results, similar to the Western notion of moral recompense.
o Forr v e werm) (Manusmrti 4.234)

o "As one acts, so shall one reap the results."

3. Duties and Obligations (Niyama) — Ethical duties are essential for societal harmony, paralleling Kantian
deontological ethics.

o Ty ol g 7o 37 e wem) (Nyaya-Kusumaiijali, Canto 4)

o "Prescribed duties apply both to the body and life itself."

4. Moral Universalism — Udayana’s framework supports universal moral principles akin to Plato’s theory
of ideal forms.

o T ged @, &t & e R (Mahabharata, Santi-Parva)

o "Truth should be spoken everywhere, for dharma is the ultimate path."

5. Ethical Rationalism — Reason plays a vital role in moral discernment, aligning with Western ethical
rationalism.

o g o faster) (Nyaya-Kusumaiijali, Canto 1)

o "Dharma should be understood through reasoning."

6. Ahimsa (Non-Violence) and Ethical Conduct — Udayana, like Spinoza, highlights non-violence as a
moral ideal for a just society.

o stféer w ezl (Mahabharata, Anusasana-Parva)

o "Non-violence is the highest dharma."”

7. The Role of Conscience (Antaratman) — Udayana emphasizes internal moral awareness, similar to

Augustine’s notion of divine illumination.
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o e |fenat emteda:| (Nydya-Kusumaiijali, Canto 3)

o "The inner self is the witness of virtue and vice."

8. Ethics as a Path to Liberation (Moksa) — Right action leads to spiritual enlightenment, mirroring
Aristotle’s notion of moral perfection.

o o waom wer:| (Nyaya-Kusumaiijali, Canto 5)

o "Liberation is attained through pure action."

9. Human Dignity and T§vara’s Moral Order — All beings are valuable due to their divine origin, resembling
Kant’s categorical imperative.

o T ST gl geEE (Manusmirti 6.92)

o "All people should be treated with mutual respect."

10. Self-Discipline and Ethical Perfection — Personal moral development is key to achieving divine
proximity, similar to virtue ethics.

° o Reurfwigrer wromy (Nyaya-Kusumaiijali, Canto 4)

° "Abiding in dharma is the cause of liberation."

CONCLUSION

Udayana’s Nyaya-Kusumaifijali stands as a timeless model of rational theism. His use of Pramanas (valid means
of knowledge), Anumana (inference), and Vyapti (causation) constructs a philosophically sound defense of
theism. Udayana’s arguments provide a strong foundation for discussions on rational theology, moral philosophy,
and metaphysics. By engaging with these concepts, contemporary thinkers can benefit from the enduring insights
of classical Indian philosophy.
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